
 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCES FOR UNDERGRADUATES 

NSF REU: PR-CLIMB 

Closing Ceremony Symposium  

Oral Presentation Guidelines 

 

Closing Ceremony Research Symposium Date- Thursday, July 28th 

The objective of this exercise is to guide you through the formal presentation of the collection of 
work that you have accomplished in addressing the specific aims of your research projects. The 
key thing is to be an effective storyteller who tries to communicate your work to as broad of a 
scientific audience as possible using simple but formal terminology. You have to establish the 
importance of the problem that you are tackling and the significance of your approach while 
emphasizing the major experiments that you performed and methods of analysis. It is also 
important to discuss any challenges that you are working through that serve as future research 
directions. Keep in mind the brevity of this assignment. You should concisely present the 
background of your project and devote the majority of the time explaining your specific 
contributions to your field of study. Below you will find a general template to help you construct 
your PowerPoint presentation. Please avoid using all of these section titles as the headings of your 
slides because it would make your talk seem perfunctory/laundry list like. Instead, you should use 
some slide headings that direct the progression of your research story. 

Title 
 Create a compelling title. 

 
Background/Significance (3 minutes) 
 
Objectives (1 minute) 
 Present the innovation of your work and briefly state your specific aims and corresponding 

hypotheses. 
 

Approach (6 minutes) 
 Discuss your methodology and any specialized instrumentation used 
 Present primary data 
 Discuss your results and analyses (and relevant data fitting) 

 
Conclusions (4 minutes) 
 Discuss whether your collection of data supports initial set of hypotheses 
 Highlight the major findings 



 Present any current limitations 
 Give an overview of future directions (Avoid being too specific. Never spill your secrets.) 

 
Acknowledgements (1 minute) 
 Include your mentors, collaborators, and funding source(s) including the NSF REU: PR-

CLIMB grant number (2050493) 
 Including a group picture is always a nice touch 

 
Things to note- Your talk should last no more than fifteen minutes. After you complete your talk, 
you will have five minutes to answer questions. I highly recommend using in-slide citations and 
not after your slides. This tactic allows the audience the chance to jot down a reference for a slide 
that captivates their interest. Waiting until the end to list references can weaken the validity of 
your claims. If the presentation is based on your published work, then citing these references in 
the slides in which you discuss them helps to highlight your successes and strengthen the value of 
your contributions. We will need your presentation slides by Wednesday, July 27th at 5 pm. 
Send the slides to reu.pr.climb@gmail.com 

Evaluation Criteria 

 Quality of the oral presentation and ability to convey the key story 
 Ability to captivate the audience 
 Organization/Timing 
 Dominance of the material 
 Responses to question 

Since the beginning, one of the main objectives of the PR-CLIMB program is to develop your 
scientific communication skills and also your networking abilities. It is for this reason that we will 
have an evaluation panel examine your posters during the closing ceremony symposium in order 
to determine the individuals who developed the best presentations based on their scientific merit 
and your scholarly presentation of the data, analysis and conclusions. The top three presentations 
will receive a recognition prize. The best presentation will receive full support to attend a national 
conference where they will present their REU research. 
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